
The end of the school year 
means a new journey begins 
for many of our students and 
staff who will be moving on 
to new places next year, in-
cluding myself. While change 
can be exciting, saying our 
good byes will be both joyful 
and sad for many of us.

We hope all of our students 
will experience a safe and 
sensational summer vacation 
and encourage them to  
share with you what proac-
tive choices and anti-drug 
activities they will select to 
engage in during the sum-
mer months. The majority of 
our students will be returning 
to their home school on Au-
gust 11th.  Prior to that first 
day, they will need to call 
and schedule a reentry con-
ference with administration. 
Students returning to Cross-
roads  w i l l  p i ck  up  the i r  
schedules on that first day 
back.
We also have two staff mem-
bers whose choices will be 
taking them down different 
paths and away from Cross-
roads. Mrs. Cindy Ticer will 
be completing courses nec-
essary to finalize her secon-
dary certification as well as 

continue to teach part-time at 
a charter school in Cave 
Creek. Ms. Birmingham will 
soon become Mrs. Smith 
and move to Chicago to be 
with her future husband. We 
wish them well and thank 
them for their many contribu-
tions in making Crossroads a 
positive learning environ-
ment.

As for myself, I will be taking 
a position at the district office 
as an Instructional Technol-
ogy Administrator. I have 
had the pleasure of serving 
as the principal of Cross-
roads for the last four years. 
During that time, I quickly 
discovered I had found an 
educational niche I thrived in. 
I take great pride in the suc-
cesses we have experienced 
and the deep commitment 
my staff has made in helping 
our suspended students get 

Congratulations Students!  Have an 
enjoyable and safe summer!
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You get the best 

out of others when 

you give the best of 

yourself.

— Harry Firestone

Ms. Luedke

Crossroads has been Crossroads has been 
designed to:designed to:

Promote growthPromote growth
Foster student success in schoolFoster student success in school

Encourage students to return and remain in schoolEncourage students to return and remain in school
Provide educational opportunities for students to earn Provide educational opportunities for students to earn 

creditcredit
Provide an environment where students feel good about Provide an environment where students feel good about 

themselves and othersthemselves and others

back on track academi-
cally and behaviorally. 
At this time, I would 
also like to welcome 
the new Crossroads 
principal,  Mr. Kevin 
Imes. Mr. Imes defi-
nitely has a place in his 
heart for Crossroads, 
as he began the pro-
gram back in 2001. It is 
in good hands I leave 
the school where I be-
gan my administrative 
experience.
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Dear Crossroads,

I want to thank you 
for providing me with such a great teach-
ing experience over the past three years.  I 
feel extremely lucky to have had the chance 
to work with all of the great teachers, staff, 
administration and, most of all, awesome 
students over the years.  Crossroads has 
given me a lot of good memories and I  hope 
to stay in touch.  Please feel free to email 
me with any updates and exciting (or bor-
ing) news or just to drop me a line.

Very Truly Yours,

Carolyn S. Birmingham

Social Studies Teacher

Carolynstarr9@yahoo.com

AAA Cares Program

If you had an opportunity to 
improve yourself in many ways 
that benefit your future and 
what type of job you had, would 
you take that opportunity or let 
it pass you by?

That opportunity was to me. At first I was 
skeptical about whether or not I should take the 
opportunity. As time went on my family mem-
bers and teachers convinced me to take advan-
tage of the opportunity being offered. The op-
portunity was the  AAA cares program. They go 
to several high schools in the Deer Valley dis-
trict and interview those students who are inter-
ested. Luckily I was accepted into the program.

The program was made up of 20 stu-
dents from different schools. I didn’t know what 
to think of the program at first.To be honest I 
thought it was going to be a waste of time, but 
little did I know this program was going to have 
a huge impact on my life. We were to attend the 
program every Tuesday from 4pm-7:30pm. After 
a couple Tuesday’s I began to realize that the 
program wasn’t bad at all. They even fed us..  I 
was making new friends and learning all kinds 
of new things.

However things were not always cheer-
ful and happy. In the month of January a stu-
dent attended the program (who I had become 
friends with) a very likeable, outgoing, funny guy 
named Daniel Byrd.  We heard he had taken the 
life of his ex-girlfriend as well as his own life. It 
was a horrible tragedy.  But it brought everyone 
closer like a family. As hard as it was the pro-
gram continued.

The leaders of the program put us in 
groups of four and had every group come up 
with a business proposal to present to the head 
of AAA’s cares program. Three students within 
the program would be chosen to work at AAA 
with a starting pay of $10.50. So, even though 
we were like family it was competition. They 
even matched us up with mentors.

Up and came graduation, all the groups 
went up and presented their business proposal 
in front of a crowd of parents, parents of their 
fellow peers from the class, mentors and the 
head of the program. Unfortunately I wasn’t cho-

sen to work there, but I congratulated those who did.
As quick as the program started it was just as 

quick to end. Overall I learned and developed tons of 
skills. I learned to project myself in front of a large 
crowd, interviewing skills, how to create a resume, to 
be confident in myself, learned a lot about computers 
and a lot more. My personality has improved as well. 

The question is always asked “would I recom-
mend the AAA program to others?” My response to that 
is if you have no desire to change and help yourself 
improve your future than no, but if you want to change 
your outcome of your future and want to make it in life 
then yes I would recommend going.

I want to thank all the mentors, leaders and the 
graduating class of 08’ from the AAA Cares program. I 
wish all of you luck in wherever your path takes you. 
And rest in peace Daniel Byrd.

 Joel Perez, AAA Cares graduate
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Leadership

Leaders serve others and 
Crossroads students graciously 
plan activities and serve refresh-
ments at Village Oaks retirement 
home once a month. In April 32 
s tudents  donated s tuffed ani-
m a l s ,  c r e a t e d  s t o r i e s ,  a n d  
shared with our elderly friends. 
Grateful  smiles rewarded stu-
dents as the ladies hugged their 
n e w  “ p e t s ” .  T h e  M a y  t h e m e  
“Fun in the Sun” was evident  
w i t h  b r i g h t  b e a c h  b a l l s  a n d  
decorated flowers in cups. Stu-
dents  sang,  p layed the  gui tar  
and talked about summer plans. 
A huge thanks to Mr. Cardon, 
Mrs. Birm and Mrs. Luedke for 
joining in the activities. We will 
miss our V.O. friends this sum-
mer; fond memories.

Student letters inviting 
local leaders to speak were quite 
productive! Zijah, a 26 year old 
Bosnian Pro basketball  player 
and  en t r ep reneu r  sha red  t he  
importance  of  hard  work and 
perseverance. Mrs. Saldano, a 
rehab counselor, encouraged us 
to l ive each day to i ts  ful lest ,  
forgive and have an “attitude of 
gratitude”. Sgt. Ransom, “The 
Max” reminded us not to drink 
alcohol and to live “balanced” 
l ives.  Then Ms.  Nannett i ,  our 
County Deputy Attorney shed 
light on numerous legal issued 
and we are grateful for her role 
in  prosecut ing sex offenders .  
Guest leaders reveal that leading 
is a choice and each overcame 
obstacles in their lives.

Finally, we are apprecia-
tive of the time Mrs. Threewit 

spent  patiently assist ing Mrs.  
Davis with students learning to 
crochet squares for a unity blan-
ket and baby hats to save babies 
in Africa. Students are currently 
researching and reporting on the 
harmful effects of drug use and 
completed units on “Dating” and 
“Friends” learning to “Be Proac-
tive” and take responsibilities for 
t he i r  l i ve s .   Mrs .  Dav i s  w i l l  
greatly miss all the inspiring stu-
dent  leaders  heading  back  to  
their  prospect ive schools  and 
looks forward to many visits with 
success stories.

                                                     
Biology

Biology students recently 
utilized their unique lab skills as 
they dissected HUGE bullfrogs 
removing and label ing al l  or-
gans. Cinder,  our class pet rat 
had to sit in the hall as students 
d i s s ec t ed  r a t s  t he  fo l l owing  
week, so she would not be emo-
tionally scarred.  Comparative 
Venn diagrams and finals review 
round out the semester.

Math

It has been a great year.  
We are working very hard to get 
ready for  f inal  exams.   I t  has  
been a pleasure working with 
t h i s  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s .   F o r  
those of you going back to your 
home schools we wish you the 
best of luck.  For those of you 
staying here, next year will be 
awesome.  Aside from math the 
guitar lessons on Fridays have 
been very fun.  I hope those of 

In our classes….
you who found an  in te res t  in  i t  
keep it up.  Have A wonderful sum-
mer.

~Andy Cardon

Marketing 

This semester has been exciting.  
We’ve covered a lot of material and 
learned quite a bit about marketing 
and the economy.  Students at the 
beginning of the semester created 
v ideos  to  market  a  new and im-
proved product, we participated in 
the Stock Market  Game and had 
severa l  s tuden ts  in  the  top  100  
teams in the state (of over a 1000 
teams).  We finished up the semes-
ter  learn ing  about  the  economy 
and how it affects businesses.

Career

Career classes have gone well this 
s e m e s t e r  a n d  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  
learned about  different  careers ,  
explored their interests and skills 
through assessments, have set up 
accounts in Bridges that they may 
keep for life (as long as they log 
into the account once a year).  Stu-
dents ended up the year working 
o n  r e s u m e s ,  c o v e r  l e t t e r s  a n d  
thank you let ters  and learning a  
little about investments and insur-
ance protect ion.   Middle school  
classes recently participated in a 
Bizworld project and created com-
panies, sold stock, created products 
and sold them, calculating their net 
profit after paying for expenses and 
paying their  shareholders .   Best  
wishes to all my students.  Remem-
ber that you have the power within 
you for greatness!!!

Ms. Bricker



Calendar

AUG

1 1 First day of school

  2 7 Early Release -  Staff Dev.

Sep t

1 No School -  Labor Day

1 7 Early Release -  Staff Dev.

Contact  Informat ion

Principal: Ms. Luedke 602-467-5104

July 1st:  Mr. Imes 602-467-5104

Secretary: Ms. Richee 602-467-5104

18400 N. 51st Avenue, Glendale, AZ 85308

http://crossroads.myteacher.dvusd.com/

Crossroads Pledge 
I am capable of success. I won't lose 
hope even when everything seems to 

be all wrong. I'll maintain a positive atti-
tude and stay real strong.  Nothing is 

really as bad as it seems and even set-
backs won't destroy my dreams.

NO EXCEPTIONS!

DV Crossroads  we lcomes  v i s i tors  to our campus. As a 
safety precaution, we ask all visitors to sign in and receive a 
visitor’s badge at the office, located on the north side of the 
building.

Non  d i scr iminat ion  S ta tement :  The Deer Valley Unified 
School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activi-
ties. Any inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies should 
be made to DVUSD Human Resources Department at 20402 N. 
15th Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona 85027 623.445.5002.


